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THE JUSTICE OF A SERVICE PENBION.

Every man who went into the Union
army had to make a sirong pecuniary siae-
rifice to o so. In spite of all that has
Lieen said abont big bounties, the men who
got them wonld have made much more
money by staying at home. Every man
who went into the army left a piace which
somebody else had to fill, and he ralsed
the rate of wages for the wan who flled
it. With 1.000,000 men in the army, and
more being  constantly ealled for, wages
rapldly rose, and the monetary advan-
tages for the men who remained at lone
steadily beesme greater, This everyone
knows, or can readily see if e will reflect
npon the severe deain made by taking such
an enormons number as 1LOGHLKK) men ot
of the labor market, Suel a thing today
world uphesve the labor market and send
it soaring skywarld, Then the visible sup-
ply of Iaborers, mechanies, ete., was not
one-fourtl of what it is todar. We now
have 80,000,000 people in  the conntry,
where then we had but 32,000,000, with
abont 20,000,600 in the North, If a man
ot <o mnel ns 1,000 Loy, this eount-
ed for scarcely more than $350 would to-
day, and swith mechanics recciving $4, $5.
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GERMAXY does not like the Monroe doc-
¥rine. Purcly a question of taste. Wedo.

Tue UsiTED STATES is still paying
5 per cent. on $100,000,000 ontstand-
fng bonds. but as these are redeemable
after FFeb. 1, 1904, n part of the surplus
will be used soon to get rid of them.
Gov. Van Sant.

Tue Supreme Court has given another
very bad knock-out to South Dakota di-
vorces. It Lolds that n residence in the
State for the purpose of securing a di-
voree is a distinet fraund, and vitiates the
decree. This is n ruinous blow to a very
thiriving industry of that progressive young
State.

Miss Frorexce L. Brnuiox, of Ala-
meda, Cal, 18 years, lhas shown un-
usunl scuse for a girl of that age, by
renouncing for $6,000 her adoption by the
wife of an Italian nobleman which wonld
have-given her the title of countess. Ital-
ian titles are very cheap, and she proba-
bly knew where she could buy a bigger
onc at the bargnin connter for less money.

Mrs. CarriE NaTiox seems at last
to bte gotting down to something practical.
She hns bought a large residence in Knu-
gas City, Kan., to be used as a home for
drunkands’ wives. She paid $£7,500 for it
and will spend several theusand dollars
more in fitting it up for its new purpaose.
This is n most worthy charity, for if there
is any one in the world who deserves sym-
pathy and support it is a drunkard’s wife.

New York guardsmen are considering
a proposition to reduoce the term of en-
listment from five years to three—the
same as the Regular Army. It is thought
that this will greatly promote recruiting,
but it is ohjected that it will increase the
cost for uniforms, and that, as the regi-
ments only go into eamp every second
year it would give each man but one ex-
perience in camp duties,

YEsrasia¥ WARSeERr has introduced a
bill to appropriate $50,000 for an eques-
trian statue of Gen. Franz Sigei in Wash-
fngton. Gen. Sigel deserves a statue for
the good work Le did with the Germans
in eaving St. Lonis and Missouri to the
Union. Gen. Osterhaus would be a bet-
ter representative German soldier, how-
ever, than Gen. Sigel. There was no
better soidier anywhere than the “Flying
Duteliman” of the Armny of the Tennessee.

APPARENSTLY, the brash young ecom-
mander of the German warship Paunther
has received a black eye in & recent ex-
ploit. This was the man so anxious to
ghow off that he sank the Haitian gun-
boat after it had virtually surrendered.
He recently attacked a little four-gun
Yenezuclan fort, but after an hour’s shell-
ing had to withdraw. German prestige
was not at all enhanced by the per-
formance, The dispatches say “The
shelling is deplored.” Probably mostly by
the German commander, wio thought he
was going to win a cheap little victory.

J. A. Trayror, manager of the York
and Nevada Copper Company's mine in
Utah, is a strenuouns gentleman, and Le
give n very disagreenble quarter of an
liour to 2 party of miner's walking dele-
gates whko attempted the pleasant little
pastime of running him out of town.
Twelve of them entered his office at Kris-
tone, Utahl, to earry out this facetious
jdea, and gained the first fall by tlhrow-
ing Lim down. Then Mr. Traylor went
into action, battery front, with a large re-
volver. He killed three and wounded
three more, which will probably, therefore,
have a discouraging ¢ffect upon gentiemen
in that section who take a faney to run-
nivg other gentlemen out of town.

A mirr has been iutroduced into  the
Legislature of Virginia to furnish a statue
of Robert II. Lee for Statuary Hall, in
the National Capitol. The sculptor is
ready to go nhead with the work, as soon
ag the Legislature makes the appropria-
tion. This is a most startling prospect.
Unless romething can be done to prevent
I, we are likely to have the statne of a
man whoe made all his fame by his efforts
to destror the Government, placed in the
National Capitol alongside those of Wasl-
ington, Jefferson, Webister, Grant and Lin-
colu, who labored so hard and well to save
the courtry, and build it up to greatness.
Lee’s statue among those patrints would
be e desceration which would ruiu the
value of the Nation's Hall of Fame.

FAR-AWAY memories are roused by the
aoncuncement that Gen. C. C. Gilbert died
at Baltimore, Jan. 17. He was born in
Zanesville, 0., in 1822, and graduated
from West Point In 1846. He served with
ercdit in the Mexican War, and eommand-
ed a company at Wilson's Creek, where
he was brevetted for gallantry. He got
another Lrevet for Shiloh, and a third for
Richweud, Ky. He was appointed Brig-
adier-Genemnl of Volunteers, and then
Major-General, and in some incomprehen-
sible manner was assigned to command
the Third Corps, Army of the Ohio. e
falled to give satisfaction at the bartl. of
Perryrille, bis appointment was 1o o - |
firmed, oud be quietly returned v 1 auk
of Mzjor of the 18th U. 8., and uo more
was benrd of him. He was one of Gen.
Don Cnrlos Buell’'s friends, and Lis star
¥0s0 and sank wilh his commandor’s,

or even wore per day, with similar rates
for those employed in the harvest fields,
a man wonld not be long In making as
much money as his bonuty amounted to.
When, therefore, he turned from this to
make a three years' contrnct  with  the
Government for $13 or $16 a month, he
made a great peenniary sacrifice, and
must have had a very much stronger feel-
ing than love of money to actuuate him.
The war wns the greatest of money-mak-
ing perimls for those who remained at
home. Everything was at  the highest
price aud constantly going up. A man
conld not touneh anything without making
money. In spite of this more than 2.-
000,000 yonng men, the best, the sirong-
est, the most eapable wage-earners in the
conntry, turmed from this alluring pros-
pecl to enter the service of the country at
the slender pittance of $13 a month with
food and clothing. Let ns see what one
of them actually received for his three
vears® service, at the time when his home-
staving acquaintances were making more
money than they had ever done before, or
Lave since. If he enlisted, let us ¢ay in
August, 1861, for three years, and served

out his full term he received:

1861—5 menths, at $13 per mo.. $G8
1862—12 months, at $13 per mo. 150
1863—12 months, at $13 per mo. 156
18G4—4 months, at $13 per mo.. 52
1864—3 mouths, at $16 per mo..

Three years' clothing money, at

$42.50 per year

Three yvenrs' rations, at 25 cents

per day ...... i) =
DPounty g
Additional bounty .

If he had remained at home, so vigor-

ons and capable a workman as he would

have averaged not less than $2.50 a day.

The probability is that his earnings would

have more nearly averaged $£3 a day.

There nre 313 working days in the year,

and taking the lowest figure he would
have gotten, at least, $782.50 a ¥ear, or
for his three years, §2,347.50. Therefore,
it is clear that every man who served
Government three years must have made
an actunl donation to it from the wages
he would have received had he remained
at home of an average of more than
$£1,000. If we multiply this by the num-
ber 2,820,272 men, to which the War De-
partment reduces the aggregate of three
yenrs' serviee, we shall find that the men
who scrved in the armies of the United
States actunlly presented to the Govern-
ment, £2,320,272,000, or nearly what the
bond-holders lent it, which at its highest
figure was $2,248,067,387.

Thercfore, if the Government today
should give a $12 Bervice Pension, aud
continue to pay that to every veteran of
the rebellion now living to the end of his
days, and then to his widow after him to
the end of her days, the whote sum, added
to the total of the pension payments to
date, would fall several billions short of
the amount which haos been paid to the
bondholders in principal and interest for
their loans, which were approximately
the sum of the soldiers’ donations. This
is putting the Service Penslon strictly
upon a-business basis, with no sentiment
whatever. It is not taking into account
the supreme service rendered in sav-
ing the country from destruction, nor the
salvage equitably due the men who did
this and made the present prosperity pos-
sible. A Service Pension wounld be in the
end only a payment of & most just debt
to long waiting ecreditors who deserve
everything. It would be simply put-
ting the men who gave the Govern-
ment the priceless gifts of their
young manhood, their strength, and their
lives, on the same plane with those who
merely lent it a few dollars. The Govern-
ment very righteously paid its bondhold-

every dollar that they lent. In asking
for a Service Peneion we only ask the
Government to pay buck a moiety of what
the men who saved it from destruction
frecly donated to it.

THE POSTAL CHECK SYSTEM.

While the old postal currency of the war
period and the years succeeding wis u
greal nuisance in many ways, it was an
immense convenience in others, particu-
lurly to those who wanted to send small
sumsg by mail. The mail order business
of this country is increaslng enormously
each year, and every family feels almost
daily a desire to send for something which
they can order and receive by mail. The
difliculty in this is in sending the payment
conveniently and safely. To get a postal
order involves a journey to the post-office
and trouble in making out an application,
To meet this difliculty, the postal check
system lins been devised, and is now being
strongly urged upon Cougress. It pro-
poses 1o issue the regular forms of money
as.now in all denominations, with a space
upon each note for writing the name of
the man to whom it is to be puid. By
doing this, the note becomes a check, only
puyable to the party intended, who must
be identified at the oflice. It does away
completely with the present cumberous
money-crder machinery. All that it costs
is the attachment of a two-cent stamp to
the check, which must be canceled. A
great deal of pressure is now being put
upon Congress to secure the passags of
this law, and there certainly should be no
delay about it, as it will meet a long-feit
want cnd be of the greatest convenience
to the whole mass of people, as well as to
publishers and dealers in all the large
cities. ’ .

ers severil times over the actual value of

A GENERAL STAFF CORPS.
The following bill represents the Admin-
isteation’s idea n= to the stafi reorganiza-
rion:

“That there iz herehy established a Gen-
cral 8t Corps, to be composed of offi-
wors detailed from the Army at large, un-
iler such rules ns may be preseribed by the
President.

“Sec. 2. That the duties of the General
Staff Corps shall be to prepare plans for
the National defense and for the mobiliza-
tion of the wilitary forces in time of war:
o investigate and report upon all ques-
Hons affecting the efliciency of the Army
ul ite state of preparation for militnry
pernions: to render professional aid amd
asalstanee to the Seeretiry of War and to
weneral officers and otler saperior com-
wanders, amd (o act as their agents in in-
forming and coordinating the action of all
the diferent wrs who are subjeet under
the terms of this Act-to the supervision of
the Chief of 8taff: and to perform such
other military duties not otherwise as-
signed by lnw a% way be from time to time
preseribed by the President.

“Ree. 3. That the Genernl Staff Corps
shall eonsist of one Chief of S8taff and two
ceneral officers, all to be detailed by the
President from officers of the Army at
lnrge not below the grade of Brigadier-
General; four Colonels, six Lisutennut-Col-
onels, and 12 Majors, to be detailed from
the eorresponding grades in the Army at
Inrge, under such rules for selection as the
President may preseribe; 20 Captains, to
he detniled from officers of the Army at
Inrge of the grades of Captain or First
Lientenant, who while so serving shall
have the vank, pay, and allowances of
Captain mounted. Al officers detniled in
the General Staff Corps shall be detailed
therein for periods of fonr yenrs, unless
sooner relieved. While serving in the Gen-
ernl Btaflf Corps, officers may be tempora-
rily assigned to doty with any branch of
the Army. Upon being relieved from duty
in the Genersd Staff Corps, officers shall
return to the branch of the Army in which
they hold permanent commission, and no
oliicer except n general officer shall be oli-
zihle to a further detail in the General
Stafl Corps until he shall have served two
years with the branch of the Army in
which commissioned, exeept in case of
emergency in time of war.

“See. 4. That the Chief of Stafl, under
the direction of the President, shall liave
supervision of all troops of the line and of
the  Adintant-tGieneral’s,  Inspeclor-Gen-
eral’s, Judge-Advocate’s, Quartermuster’s,
Subsistence, Medienl, Tay, and Orduance
Departments, the Corps of Engineers, and
the Signal Corps, and shiall perform such
other military dnties not otherwise ns-
signed by law as may be nssigoed to hijn
by the President.  Duties now preseribed
by gtatnte for the Commanding General of
the Army as 2 member of the Board of
Ordnanee nnd Fortification and of the
Board of Commissioners of the Soldiers’
Home shall be performed by the Chief of
Staff or other officer designated by the
Prosident. Aets and partw of Acts author-
izing Aids-de-Cnmp and Military Seecreta-
ries shall not apply to peneral officers of
the General Rtaff Corps.”

It will be perceived that this abolishes
entirely the Commanding General of the
Armny, and gives all his duties to the Gen-
eral Staff, or some olher officer whom the
President may detail for that purpose. It
makes snug and much-coveted herths for
three uenerals, fonr Colonels, six Lienten-
ant-Colonels, 12 Majors, and 20 Captains,
who will be bronght from the field, and
given comfortable places in Washington.
But it qualifies this, however, by providing
that thev shall only held this detail for
four yeni .., unless sooner relisved, and that
none of them, under the rank of Genernl,
shall be eligible for further detail until he
shall have served two years with his own
corpg. This is intended to obviate the
strongz objection to what is ealled in Eng-
land “Coburging,” a term which developed
during the Crimean War in the relntives
and friends of Prince Albert of Coburg,
Queen Victoria’s lusband, getting  soft
berths at headquarters and remaining
there. In addition to the evil of giving the
best places to men who have not earned
them by service in the field, the ones who
should get these berths are liable to be-
come grossiy ignorant of the actual needs
of the Army and to geriously hamper its
efficiency and operations. Therefore, a
provision is made that the Staff Officers
ehall have not more than four years in
Washington, nod then go baek in the Line
agnin for nt least two years, which will en-
able them to study the practical effects of
the rules and regulations they have been
inatrumental in muking. How well this
new scheme will work must be determined
by actoal trial.  We should certainly have
a very able Staff Corps, intelligently and
bharmoniously working to bring the Army
up to the hizhest attainable standard, and
have it ia readiness for any possible sery-
ice that may be demanded of it. This is
not secured by the present system, and it
would seem that the proposed bill wonld
be an improvement,

e

PENSION CRIMINALS.

After Mr. Evans's years of tirade
agninst the wickedness of pension claim-
ants as a class, it is very comforting to
read the report of the Attorney-General
far the Iast year, in which Le states that
his Department had charge of 10,350
eriminal prosecutions during the year, of
which but 220 were under the pension
laws. OF these there were 137 convictions
oaly, 18 acquittals, and 65 discoutinned or
quashed. Of the 0602 ertminnl prosecu-
tions pending July 1, 1902, only 183 were
under the peosion laws., The 220 crimi-
nal prosecutions doring the year would
mean only about three in each million of
people, an unheard-of small per cent.
There were 2,801 prosecutions under the
Customs laws, 4,382 under the Iuternal
Revenue laws, 1,269 under the Post Office
laws, 44 under the Nuaturulization acts,
8,547 miscellaneous prosecutions.  This
confirms what THE NaTioNAL TRIBUSE
Lhas from the first strenvously argued:
that in no Department of the Govern-
ment’s business is there anything like the
honesty there is among the pensioners,

Tueng is a_very strong opposition to
the proposed abolition of the Inspector-
General's Bureau in the bill now bhefore
Coungress “to Increase the efficiency of the
Army.” The Inspector-General’s Burean
has always been a very important part of
the staff, and it is claimed has been of the
utmost benefit, not only in increasing the
efficiency of tie Army, but in saving cx-
penses. A great many distinguished men
have been Inspector-Generals, or acting
as such. The first was Baron Von Steu-
ben, who was the drill-mnster of the Con-
tinental Army, after whom were Alexan-
der Hamilton, Gen. Z, M. Pike, for whom
Pike's Peak is named:; Gen. John E.
Wool, Cols. George Croghan, and George
A. MeCall, Gens. J. K. F. Mansfield, R.
B. Marcy, D. B. Sackett, Absalom Baird,
R. E. Lee, J. B. Johnston, Samuel Cooper,
H. W. Lawton, J. O. Breckioridge, apd
others known to fame. =

WEe MUST either allow others to serve
writs on delinguent South American debt-
ors, or serve them ourselves. We do not
want to become Constables, but we shall

seo that thoss who do keep strictly within
the letter of tho law.

of the American Rev-
clution, at sburg, Pa., have started
a movementfor a suitable monument to
Gen. Arthur®8t. Clair, whese remains lie
in an ahandop§d grave-yard at that place.
The iuscription_over the grave states that
it was erecuﬂ.i"m supply the place of a
vobler one due from his conntry.” Gen.
8t. Cliir ceftginly deserves better than
this. He w#s'n native of Scotland, and
was eduented for the practice of medicine,
bt went into the army. and aftsr having
served in Awlerlen, resigned and settled in
the Ligonier Vailey of Peonsylvanin. He
entered the Revolutionary Army amd rose
to be a Major-General, doing very much
seellent serkité.  After the war he was
elected to Congress and became its Presi-
dent. e wasg appointed Governor of the
Northwest "Territory, but is best Kknown
for his unfortunate expedition against the
Ohio Tndians, which resulted in a defeat
in Durke County, 0., which was so fatal
as to take the proportions of a massacre,
losing 800 men out of the 1,400 engaged.

Mnch of the responsibility was doubtless
due to his infirmities of body, but a great

deal was also due to the mismanagement
of others connected with the expedition.
Washington was terribly angry at the de-
feat, and is said to have used langunge
qnite as strong as that at Monmouth. St
Clair passed his Iatter years in poverty,
Keeping a little wretched wayside inn for
the accommodation of wagoners neross the
Alleghanics. He died in 1808 at the age
of 84.

No oSE expected that we were going
to have anything but the most aggravat-
ing tortuousness in getting the rights and
privileges to cunstruct" a canal across the
Isthmug, There is entirely too much in
the job for the South American politician
not to play every trick in lis repertory
for the biggest possible slice of it. And
what he may not be up to the Pacifie
Railroad lobbyists will teneh him. Nat-
urally, therefore, when the Colombians
think we are nbout to close with the
Niearngnans they eome forward with
tempting offers, which resolve themselves
into impossible demands when they think
we are committed to them, The Nicara-
guans have seemed much more tractable,
but possibly this is because they did not
think they had us fust enough., This
woeek the feeling in Washington is that
no deal can be made with Colombia, and
we had better torn to Nicaragua. DPresi-
dent Roosevelt, it is Lelieved, inclines to
giving Colombia a little more time, while
Secretary Hay thinks that it would be
wasted. One thing is sure: the Canal will
never be dug unless the people are reso-
lutely insistent upon its being done. There
are too many strong interests against it.
They have pleaty of moncy, and can eg-
ploy the most ‘capable agents to block
progress, for, every year that the canal is
delnyed means many millions in the treas-
uries of the Pacific Railroads and the
Panama Railroad and Steamship Com-
pany.

THE Dav

Tux BiLL which Representative Jen-
kins, of Wisconsin, has introduced ecalls
for a Commission to iuvestigate the organ-
ization and eonduct of the business cor-
porations, joint-stock companies, and com-
biuations engaged in commerce, to collect
sueh iuformation and data as will enable
the Fresident to make recommendations
to Congress. for additional legislition, and
report annually to the President such in-
formation as may be collected. Whenever
the Attorney-General shall direct, such
Commission shall investigate the acts and
methods of any such ecorporation, ete., and
repoi . the result. The Commission s
given power to require the attendance and
testimony of witnesses, the production of
books, papers, etc., and no person so sub-
penned can refuse to testify, mor will he
be exempt from proseention for perjury.
Heavy fines and imprisonment are pre-
seribed for failure to attend and testify.
Such an Commission seems hopeful of
good. It will at least correlate the pres-
ent information, which will be of the
greatest value in considering the truost
question, but whether it will have any
reil corrective power will have to be de-
termined by experiment.

=hergrae¥

Tar lLurricanes of bad language which
Lave been sweeping over South Carolina
have at last resulted in cold-blooded mur-
der. Lieut.-Gov. Tillman, nephew of the
Senator, armed bimself and went in search
of Mr. Gonzalez, an editor who had been
publishing many damaging and shameful
charges against him. Without giving the
man a chance to defend himself—he
could not have done so, for he was un-
armed—he shot him down with a wound
of which he bas since died. Probably
some good will come of this shoeking bru-
tality. It will, or at least should, stun the
people of the State into energetic action
to redeem their good name. The friends
of the murdered editor are acting well,
discouraging all suggesfions of mob
vengefulness, and insisting that the law
take its course. So far there has not de-
veloped a single pallintory feature for the
murderer. The killing was not done in
liot blood, for some time had elapsed after
the publication of the charges, and Till-
man had met his victim without any man-
ifestution of heat several times before the
murder. Of course, there are apologists
fur Tillman, but they are under a heavy
burden,

WE 1avE at last something from Rep-
resentative Litt!eﬁeld, whom, it will ba re-
membered, was placed in charge of the
legislation agaiost trusts. He has intro-
doced a bilk to expedite the hearing and
determination of suits in equity under the
Trust Act. It provides that whenever the
Attorney-General shall certify to the court
that in his opinion a cass is of general
public importance such case shall be given
precedence before all others, and be as-
signed for Lgaring at the earliest practica-
ble day, befére pot less than three Circuit
Judges. This will have the effect, at
least, of letting, us know at an early day
whether the anti-trust law is effective,
and in what, degree, :

Tue voters of Illinois have directed the
State Legislature to submit to the people
a Constitutional ”Amendment providing for
Initintive and Referendum. We are glad
that Illinols is going te try this experi-
ment. Many people are agitating it and
expect it will accomplish wonders, in
which belief we do not at all join. We
have all the advantages of such a sys-
tem now in the annual sessions of the
Legisiatures, which can withln a jyear
amend or repeal any law that may be

e on,” ma
horse for a faint trail
thick brosh,

and the

The Eoys Capture a Friscner Who Unwit-
tingly Gives Some Startiing Information.

The world has rarvely s=een two such
grint and  evenly matvhed masters of
strategy as were now again pitted against
one another—this time in the swamps of
North Carolinn—playing the laust fateful
moves for the life of the Southern Con-
federaey.

The 100-day cawmpaign of Sherman and
Johnston, from Chattanooga to Atlanta,
has been the stody and the marvel to mil-
itary stndents ever sinee It was waged.
Never were- there such perfect logisties,
sueh  consummate moves and  counter-
moves, such admirable thrusts and dex-
terous parries, such flawless strategy on
bhoth sides, such errorless tacties, Lath of-
fensive and defensive. Kach leader
bronght into play all the best that expe-
rience had tanght in past wars, and added
to it new features and deviees for foture
Generals to study and profit by,

Nowliere in the South was there a Gen-
eral who could cope with Stermnan but Joe
Johnston, and searcely in the Union army
was there Joe Johnston's equal as a strat-
egist except W. T. Sherman.

Jeflf Davis, who always bhated Joe John-

Si l(legg, Shg_rty

9/ Co. Q,

on the March /iugh e Carolinas
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brinrs tore them and the flauks of their
steedds, and the drench from the branches
was heavier than that falling from the
clouds.

They zoon lost their direction, but kept
their way by mnking towarnd the sound
of the heaviest firing.

At last they eame to an  open  field,
across which they conld sce an officer sit-
ting in the rain, a Sergeant with cased
colors, with two or three others near, and
others ecoming and goinz, as if bringing
reports and taking orders,

The officer wns apparently in a state of
onergetic excitement over what was goiog
on, for Le conld be seen to gestienlate
strongly toward those around Lim, and
toe those coming and going.

“That's Kilpatriek,” said Shorts. *I
recognize his voice.”

“Why, you ean't hear a word,” said Si

“Yes, 1 ean hear him swearing, by the
way he throws his hands around. Kil
can ontswear any man in the army, but a
Chief Wagonmaster of a corps, and he
does n vwhole lot of his swearing with his
Lands.™

Going turough the plowed field ssemed
even worse than through the brush, for
the horses sank deep into the gquagmire.

* DIDN’T YOU NEVER SEE UNION SOLDIERS?"” ASKED SI.

ston, removed him from command at the
most eritical point in the Atlania cam-
paign, much to Sherman's gratifieation,
and put in his place the headlong fighter,
Hood, who procesded to shatter his army
against the Union breastworks.

Jef Davis had tried others—Hardee,
Beauregard, Bragg, Wade Hampton—but
each one seemed worse than his predeces-
sor and easier for Sherman to-handle, and
to march aronnd as he pleased, to the
great destruction of Confederate cities,
arsenals, railroads, and badly-needed sup-
plies.

Unless Sherman could be stopped the
doom of the Confederaecy was certain and
speedy. He was already in North Caro-
lina, but a few days’ march for his swilt-
footed, uncheckable veterans, frem Rich-
moud. In less than six weeks he had
swept clear ‘across the State of Sauth Car-
olina, its cities falling like ten-pins. It
would take less thap that to bring him to
the banks of the James,

Bitter, cold-blooded. unforgiving Jelf
Daris wonld have nons of Joe Jolinston,
though the Confederacy was to  be
wrecked. But Lee was appointed Gen-
erul-in-Chief, with dictatorial powers, and
he ealled upon Joe Johnston to take com-
mand of eversthing to the southward,
gnther Beauregard's, Bragg's Hardee's,
and Hood’s armies, and whatever else he
coukl assemble, and stop Sherman.

And Joe Jolinston was fully alive to the
desperate need of the work he was set to
do. He was performing wonders, in the
way of combinations of the forees which
had been marching hither and yon, under
the conflicting orders of the wvarions (ien-
erals, and still further confused by those
from Richmond.

And. high as is the opinion Sherman
has of his old antagonist, Sherman does
not comprehend fully what Johnston is ac-
complishing.

Johnston is preparing a bitter surprise
for Sherman.

Perhaps Sherman has been spoiled a lit-
tle by Lis easy manipulation vf Beanrs-
gard, Bragg, Hardee and Hampton. He
is now pressing forward, under the belief
that he has driven off Hardee toward
Raleigh, and has nothing to fear from
Jolmston until after he can reach Gulds-
boro, and unite with the armies Lrought
up the Neuse River by Schofield and
Terry. For once Sherman has been mis-
led. He does not know that when he
sent Ward off with a division to Averas-
boro, to keep up the appearance of pur-
suing Hardee to Raleigh, that Hardee
kept up the sham of retreating until he
got out of sight and reach, and then
turned sharply to the east to unite with
the troops that Johnston was hurrying
down to put between Sherman and Golds-
boro. Nor does Sherman know that, while
IHardee was fighting in front of Averas-
boro. Johnston had pgathered enough
troops in front of Schofidld, coming up the
Nense River, to strike him a fierce blow
at Kinston, which balted that prudent
commander and set him to fortifying. un-
til he could find out just what was in his
front. :

Having the inside track, Johnston has
advantages of communication and quick
concentration that Sherman, bringing
Scholield bhalf way ncross the continent,
from Nashville, and gathering Terry up
all along the Southern Coast, cannot have.

“Great Jehosephat.” grumbled Sborty,
as they forged their way through the
soaked w in search of Kilpatrick, “it
raing harder and steadier in South Caro-
liny than it does anywhere else in the
world, and worse in North Caroliny than it
does In South Caroliny.”

“And the mud is deeper and stickier,”
ngreed Si, even his unfailing cheeriness
sinking, a little under the dispiriting del-

. “But that's scarcely worth mention-
ahead

ing. Kilpatrick’s men are 'Ohl.g
it was

over there, just the same as
fine haying weather.”

“Well,” said Shorty, turning his horse’s
head a little, to ride up on a knoll which
seemed to promise a better view, “observa-
tions on the weather are not mow in or-
der, The business before the house 1s to
find Kllsuttlck in short meter with this
letter, Id Billy said we'd find him over
in that direction, and old Billy's say about
direction is the eafest to follow of any
man's in the army.”

“The firing seems heaviest over in that
direction,” said Bl, pointing a little to the
left, “and Kilpatrick ean usually bs found
where the most is on.”

- rty, heading his
leading into the

They moiled on until they presently came
within rench of Kilpatrick’s shrill, far-
reaching voice. As always on the field
of battle, he was yelling and swearing
vehemently.

“Blenkety-blanknation,” le yelled, “go
and tell Spencer, blank him, to drop those
fellows out there, quick as he can, and
follow ns to the right. They're too far
off to do any harm. Let 'em stay out
there, if they want to. Tell him, blank
Lim, to let go of them, and get buck neross
the ereek. He isn't eslled upon to fight
the whole of Hardee's blanked army,
blank him, He and those blanked Ala-
bama and Kentneky fellows never know
wlen to let go when they once tanke hold,
the cursed terriers. We've got other busi-
uess In hand than doing the infantry's
work of bucking up against Hardee's solid
lines. We did enough of that yesterday,
by the Eternal.”

“Well?" Le continued, noticing Si la-
boring up towards him, *“who the deyil
are you? Where did you come from?
What are you doing out here"

“Note from General Sherman, General,”
answered 8, fumbling around in Lis breast
for the missive., “Here it is.”

Gen. Kilpatrick took the note, tore It
open. and read it under the shelter of a
pencho which one of his staff leld up to
protier it from the rain.

“Well, Sherman’s orders are v cross
the South River,” he said to his staff.
“That's out there to the right—on a mill
dam-—and to follow up the east bank of
th*n tiver toward Elevation. Elevarion?
Where's Elevation? Who the devil knows
where Elevation is? Blunk—blank {he lit-
tle ¥orth Careling mud-hole, Viore jn
the infernal regions is Elevation? Sher-
man says Hardee's gone there.”

Cne of the staff produced a water-
stained map, which was studied under {he
shelter of the outstretched poncho.

“T'here’s no such a blasted place on the
mfernal wap,” said Kilpatrick, disgosted-
Is. *“Maps ain't worth the matel that'd
burn them up. None of these maps are.
Country isp't worth making a wmap of,
blank it to blanknation. Blanked fine job
to hunt up a place that don’t exist in this
nowhere of mud and water. Well, we']l
put ourselves on the other mide of Sontk
River—I suppose we can find the mill-
dam—and follow up till we come on to
the rehels. They'll show us the way to
Elfranou. if there is any such a plaes.”

‘There must be sueh a place, if Sher
man says s0,” remarked the officer with
the map, as he read the order over again,
und .stul.lied his map te maxe sure. “Sher-
man's always very particular about places
in his orders.”

_“He is, is he?" yelled the exasperated
Kilpatrick. “How many blank-blank
places has he sent us to that existed only
in his imagioation? Where in the infer-
nal regions would this cavalry Lave been,
if I hadn't had a_beap more sense than he,
and siiowed good judgment in getting out
of the scrapes he ran us into? Think
\\.'lmt trouble MeCook and Stoueman, and
Garrard and Elliott had trying to follow
out his orders, and reach places that he
only dreamed of! He had never. had a
man that could do anything with his eav-
alry till I took hold of it, and I have only
got along by doing things my own way
an.q acting on my own judement.”

That’s true. That's true,” said the
officer, hastening to allay the storm. “The
cavalry never had a real commander till
you took hold. Sherman himself often
8ays that he never could get the cavalry
to do anything till yon came. Everybody
says that you have simply done wonders
with the cavalry since we left Atlanta
Bherman never could have the snocess he
dll! if it I_mdn't been for youo.”

“There’s no doubt of that,” said Kil-
patrick, nppenn»&l as suddenty as he had
flamed vp. “Well, Iet's get across the
river, and hunt for Hell-and-Damnation—
no, Elevation, 1 think Sherman calls jt.
Gr:“t't‘l}f:d. there.” )

at are your orders?” uired,
mrgllg,g to 8 ¥y ers?” he ing i

- report back to Gen. Slocum, wh
the letter was delive " eniicd
§i, salutin Fed €0 yon,” replied

“Well, ﬁm‘s
patrick, signing t

e envelips aa e
T < ope an
it to him. “Yon will find Ifim over in that
gh'u-tnn. somewhere near where  the
mithfield road crosses Mingo Creek. Your
best way will be to ent right ‘through the
woods there, and strike for Mingo Creek
and follow the ridge down until ou cowe
o the rord. There’s small chaice g
anywhere in this blanked beastly djom.
tut you'dl find the wasds better travelins
than the fields and romdx But kecp &
sharp lookout. ¢ woods over iliere are

Charleston heavy

the devil knows what. Don’t let any of
them get the drop on you, and if you strike
anything of importance come back to me
and repori. You'll find me over in that di-
rection somewhere.”
“We'll take eare of ourselves, General,
thank you,” answered Si, starting off in
the direction the General had poiuted omnt.
“'his is worse than traveling on a dark
night,” said Shorty, after they had pushed
on aways. “We can't see hardly any more
than in the darkness, and can’t hear noth-
ingz at all.” y

“Well, we'll keep bearing off to the
sontheast,” answered Si, “until we strike
Mingo Crick, wherever that may be, sn:.!
then go down it to the Goldsboro Road.

Their path let them into one of the
densely-overgrown swamps common in
that region, and they were soon
ing through it. The passage wis s0 ag*
ernvatingly troublesome that they lost
all sense of divrection again, and when they
at length got out onto the more solid and
open gronnd among the pines, they stopped
awhile to let their horses blow, rub the
mud off their steeds’ legs, smooth down
some ugly tears on their skins, and try to
make out where they were, and to get
some bearings by which they could shape
their future course, Si and Shorty dr}tml
apart a few rods, in looking for sigus,
and began shonting to one another as (o

the outlook.
Another suddenly

interrupted
them.

“Heah, you men, who ah yo' and what
ah yo' deoing away from yo' command?

The voice had the drawling accent 'nnd
Langhty superiority of a Southern aristo-
crat speaking to his slaves. They looked
in the dicection, and saw a tall, slender
young man, with long black hair, a small
silky mmustache, and scornful eyes. He
wore a chapeau, with a rich plume, now
sadly draggzled by the rain, and an Eog-
lish waterproof eloak, under which chId
be seen hints of a new and quite fine Con-
federate uniform. He had high boots of
patent leather, gilded spurs, and rode a
fine but now sadly jaded horse, with the
blood washing down in the rain from cru-
el tears of the briars on, his delicate skin.

“Don't know,” answereg Si, indifferent-
Iv, bringing up his earbine, ready for use.
“\We're jusT moseying along out here,
“Where do you belong?"

“You impudent rascals, how dare you
speak to me that way? What's your reg-
iment?"

“We belong to the Blowville Brass-
Mounted Bazoos,” remarked Shorty, rid-
ing slowly toward him, and peering aronnd
to see if there were any more behind him.
“Best regiment in the army. What feath-
er bed erowd do you belong to? Do all
the Corporals in your company have water-
proofs und patent-leathier boots? I'd like
to belong to such a gay ontfit as that.

“Kilence, yon insolent hound,” thun-
dered the man. “Yo' don't know, sah, to
whom yo're talking, sabh. I'll have yo' tied
up, sah."” _

“When?' asked 8i, derisively, closing
in a little.

yoice

“I'll report yo' to Gen. Hampton, sah.
Such impertinence demands severe pun-
ishment.”
| “Say, Johnny reb, just cheese all that
Innd come along with wus,” =aid Shorty
sternly, leveling lLis earbine. *“We ain’t in
{the humor for <chinning this morning,
and’ll trouble you for those revolvers I see
in your belt.”

“Youn scoundrels, what do yo' mean? An-
‘other word from yo’ and I'll shoot you
!down.. Your insolence is nnbearable.”

The man started to draw his revolver
| threateningly.

“Take your hand off thnt pistol, or off
goes your rebel head,” said 8i, in
taknble tones, leveling his ecarbine and
cocking it. “Yon dandified fool, can’t you
sce that we're Yankees? What's the mat-
ter with yon? Didn’t you never ses Union
soldiers? Unbuckle that belt at onde, and
hand it to me.”

The man looked utterly dazed for a see-
ond. 8i clicked his lock again to bring him
to his senses. The man's gantleted hands
slipped down to his belt-plate and un-
bnekleid his belt.

“Who are you, my gay peacock, any-
way ?" asked Shorty.

The man glared at him, and disdained
Lnswer ' ng,

“What's rour name and rank, sir?"
usked 8i, with ofMicial brevity.

“] am Lieutenant-Cunnel Bovier, of the
1st Sovth Carleenn Heavy Artillery, sah,
Rheit’'s Brignde. Who ah yo, sah, and
what's yo' rank?” .

“I'm Serg't Josiah Klegg, Co. Q, 200th
Injinnny Volunteer Infantry, sir.”

“Great henvens, eaptured by an enlisted
man, and Indiana man, at that.,” groanod
Col. Bovier. “Indinna man—State settled
Ly po” white trash from the South, Nota
gentleman in it."

“We've been rather passing for genile-
men lately, by a little crowding,” said Si,
rencliing for the pistols. “I notice, though,
that yon didn't care to associate with us
at all elosely, as we passed through your
Seate.”

“Sorry that we conldn't have a real
fine-haired gent here to meet yon,” apol-
ogized Shorty. “But we're half-white, and
will have to do for the pn-.-gmt."

“And captured without firing a shot—
ahsmutely without firing a shot,” zZroaned
tha Lieutenant-Colonel. “If yon were gon-
tlemen [ should demand my arms, and
that vo' fight me right hean."

*“I'lie vote seems to have been taken on
that, and we've passed to another order of
bueiness,” remarked Si, taking the pis-
tols.

“But T can’t descend to fighting with
mere common =oldiers, and from Indlana,”™
continned the Lieutenant-Colonel.”

“We noticed something of that kind as
we were coming through South Carcliny,”
sneeted Bhorty.

“Don’t rub it in on a prisoner, Shorty,"”
interposed 8i. ““T'here's been enough fight-
ing for all of us, «ir,” he continued to the
rrisoncr. “None of us need be sorry that
it is near the end.”

The prisoner melted a little at Si's kind-
v tooe,

" #This will ruin me, sah,” he said, sadiy.
“['ve been stationed in Charleston duhing
the whele wabh. My command only left
the city when Hahdee evacuated, sab. [
didr't even get inte the battle yeotnelu_hy.
sah, becanse I was ordehed to Smmthiel
with, infolimation for Gen. Johnstou, s
was delnyed seeing bim, because he was
occupied with Bragg’s wattle st Kis-
<ton. sgoinst Schofield.”

“Toe Johnston at Smithfield! Fighting
against Schofield, nt Kinston!" gasped Si,
looking at Shorty. *“Is Gen. Johnston at
Smithfield 2" .

(Col. Bovier was not too dignified to have
lost nll common sense. IHe saw that he
had communicated something of impor-
tance, and froze at once into statoe-like
reticence.

“I shall tell you nothing, sali. T am &
prisoneh of wah, sab. Do with me as yo'
please. I'm in yo' poweh, but my lips ah
sealed, sah."”

“Joe Johnston at Smithfield! Fighting
Schofield at Kinston!” exclnimed Shorty.
“Phis iz the brimstone kettle with the
off. They must know this at headquar-
ters at once. Let's hustle this fellow oves
to Gen. Sloe in short meter.”

“Fellow!” indignantly exciaimed the
prisoner. “How dare you -

“0, git! Gi!" exclaimed Si, impatient-
Iy prodding townrd him with his earbine,
and indicating that he follow the impet-
uous Shorty. “Never had less time for
talk than 1 have this minute. Get, I tell

rou!”
(To be continued.)

Hon. Binger Hermann, Commissioner of
the General Land Office, has resigned
from that office, and will retire Feb. L
He will return to Oregon to resume the
practice of law. Commissioner Hermann
is one of the most prominent Republicans
of the great Northwest, nnd is as popular
as he is famous. He enjoyed the personal
friendship of President McKinley while
they were in Congress together, and this
friendship, Mr. McKinley remembered, ap-
pointing Mr. Hermana to the Commission-
ership of the Land Ofice very shortly af-
ter his first Inauguration. Mr. Hermana
took possession of his office March 28,
1597, and has held it ever since. . William
A. Richards, now Assistant Commission-
er, will be premoted te wuccced Mr. Her-




